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Shillingford Street £2,750,000 guide price 

Islington N1 freehold 

A truly inspiring 3/A double bedroom new build house set right in the very heart of Islington, 
situated close to Upper Street yet providing the ultimate for privacy & seclusion in such a central 
location. 

EPC rating C SALES 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 


Sales 020 7359 9777 
sales.islington@chestertons.com 



































CHESTERTONS 

Islington 



City Rood £2,500,000 guide price 

Angel N1 freehold 

A truly stunning & newly refurbished Grade II listed, 5 storey town house set within the Duncan 
Terrace/Colebrooke Row conservation area & within close proximity to Angel underground station. 

(Northern Line). 

EPC rating C SALES 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 
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Cloudesley Road £1,999,950 guide price 

Islington N1 freehold 

A beautiful & charming k bedroom, Grade II listed Georgian mid terrace house located on one of 
Islington’s most desirable roads, located right in the heart of Barnsbury & within the Barnsbury 
conservation area. 

EPC exempt SALES 

020 7359 9777 

sales.islington@chestertons.com 





















































CHESTERTONS 

Islington 






Lonsdale Square 
Islington N1 


£1,500,000 asking price 

share of freehold 


College Cross 
Islington N1 


£2,195,000 asking price 

freehold 



A member of 

<i)nTheMarket com 













































TILES 


STONE | WOOD 



SALE 


Up To 30% Off 
Sept 11 - Oct 10 

Tiles, Mosaic, Stone & 
Natural Wood Flooring 


MARMI BIANCHI 

Porcelain design that emanates a classic marble elegance and ambience. 


surfacetiles.com 


SURFACE BATTERSEA 
60 Queenstown Road 
London, SW8 3RY 

(open Sundays) 


SURFACE ISLINGTON 
316 Essex Road 
London, N1 3PB 


SURFACE SURREY 

Unit 3, Molesey Business Ctr 

Central Avenue 

West Molesey, KT8 2QZ 

(featuring the Outlet Store) 
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info@visionworksAV.com 
www. visionworks A V. com 
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Kensington W8 4BA 


020 7938 3400 



theresident.co.uk 

Avon House (5th Floor), Kensington Village, 
Avonmore Road, London W14 8TS 020 7605 2200 

Publishing Director 

Caroline Vernhettes 

Editor-in-Chief 

Vicky Mayer 

EDITORIAL 

Editor Mark Kebble 
mark.kebble@archant.co.uk 

Art Director Andrew Pye 
andrew.pye@archant.co.uk 
Designer Joseph Ross 
joseph.ross@archant.co.uk 
Digital Editor Katie Jones 
katie.jones@archant.co.uk 

ADVERTISING 

Commercial Director 

Eddie Pearce 
020 7605 2286 

DISPLAY 

Senior Advertising Manager Heather Jones-Hughes 
heather.jones-hughes@archant.co.uk 
Account Manager Steven Ford 
steven.ford@archant.co.uk 
Classified Team Leader Janine Goldich 
janine.goldich@archant.co.uk 
Sales Support & Subscriptions Dominique Quinlan 
dominique.quinlan@archant.co.uk 

PROPERTY 

Property Manager Gareth Owen 
gareth.owen@archant.co.uk 
Property Sales Support Jessica Bardini 
jessica.bardini@archant.co.uk 

DISTRIBUTION 

Logistics Manager Ryan Michael 
ryan.michael@archant.co.uk 

Contact us at theresident.co.uk. Follow us on Twitter @angelmag 
and facebook The Resident London 

Send your competition entries to competitions@theresident.co.uk 


ARCH ANT HONDON 


PPA 


The voice of professional publishers 


Archant is a community media company that works with hundreds of local, regional and 
special interest communities. Archant - the voice of your community. The Angel Resident and 
its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code of Practice. 

If you have a complaint which can't be resolved by the editor Mark Kebble 
(mark.kebble@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards Organisation, 
c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co.uk. 

More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 


Distributed in Islington, Angel, Canonbury, Barnsbury 
and Highbury Park 


8 September 2015 | theresident.co.uk 













SEPTEMBER 2015 


Letter from the 

EDITOR 


I t’s rather ironic, as we approach the end of summer, that heat has 
played a big role for me over the past month. In all my years I don’t 
think I have ever felt as hot as I did standing in the full glare of 40 
degrees of sunshine, in a suit, at a wedding in Florence. I heard it 
was an amazing service, but couldn’t see much with the sweat pouring 
from my forehead into my eyes. Still, it was a sacrifice worth making to 
experience the Tuscan capital for 48 hours, as you can read on page 45. 

A couple of years back, when brunch started becoming a big thing, 
my hackles were well and truly raised. What’s the point, I said. It’s not 
necessary, I also said, when you can have a hearty breakfast and only 
have to wait a couple of hours for lunch. Oh how times have changed: 
brunch is now a must, probably because top restaurants are creating 
amazing menus just for this time of the day. I went for something 
different for this issue - a Thai brunch at Busaba Eathai - and my mouth 
is still burning as I write this. 

There’s a lot of cool stuff in this issue too, helped in part by 
September being the month for design. There’s the London Design 
Festival for starters, but we are more interested in the Islington Design 
District offshoot that shows we lead the way when it comes to 
innovation. Open House London, too, returns this month with three never-before-entered-by-the- 
public North London properties to snoop around. If, after all this, you need to put your feet up, 
luckily we have a sofa special for you to sink into starting on page 30. 

There’s more: Meera Syal reveals why, despite her comedy roots, her books are of a serious 
nature; Rosie Millard explains how she has got the neighbours talking; Dinny Hall celebrates 30 
years in business; and why The Umbrella Project rain (sorry) supreme. Also we were one of the 
first magazines shown around the early stages of Islington Square, which is set to transform 
Upper Street. Hot property, indeed. 

|fVU^ 

Mark Kebble, Editor 




It's been 16 years since we had a 
Meera Syal book, but The House of 
Hidden Mothers is worth the wait® 


PupAid is back! We are pretty 
excited to see this fabulous I 



ARENA 


event return to North London 



DAY OF THE DOG 

PupAid is let off the leash in North London once again 



There's nothing quite like a good 
sofa, so here are four pages to [j 
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BEDROOMS 



DINING LIVING KITCHENS 

London & Surrey 

020 7253 3206 or 01372 379810 WWW.Wharfsid0.CO.uk 



REPUBLIQUE 


K0BENHAVNS NYE TEATER 


www. republique. dk 

















































































































































ARENA 

{THE FINEST EVENTS IN LONDON THIS MONTH } 



DAYOFTHEDOG 

PupAid is let off the leash in North London once again 

PupAid, the annual event that gives the dog-loving public a great day out - not to mention raising awareness about the 
UK’s cruel puppy farming trade - returns to Primrose Hill for a sixth time on 5 September. Join a host of celebrities 
and their four-legged friends to enjoy doggy boutique stalls, fresh vegan-only food, music, and the novelty dog show 
that features classes like Waggiest Tail and Coolest Dog in London. Also head to theresident.co.uk to read an exclusive 
interview with the man who founded PupAid, TV vet Marc Abraham. 

For full details, visit pupaid.org 












Photo magic 
Searing hot loops of plasma 
radiating from the edge of the 
Sun; star trails illuminating the 
night sky over a camper-lit 
Green Lake in the Hoover 
Wilderness of California; Comet 
Lovejoy sailing through the solar 
system in a green haze... The 
Insight Astronomy Photographer 
of the Year 2015, run by the 
Royal Observatory Greenwich, 
looks to be the most keenly 
contested yet. The awards are 
announced on 17 September, 
with an exhibition of winning 
images opening on 18 
September. 

See more at rmg.co.uk 





JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY 

Raising money to support people with cancer, a 
15-mile night-walk around the City will take place 
on Friday 18 September. This event will offer 
walkers the chance to experience a cultural 
adventure in support of Maggie’s charity. 
maggiescentres.org/culturecrawllondon 


Imagining King’s Cross 

A solo exhibition of drawings by Anne 
Howeson turns King's Cross into a 
palimpsest. Places and fragments are 
appropriated from imagery hidden in 
London print archives and subverted in 
scale, context and content. The digitally 
reprinted images, on show from 17-30 
September at Cross Street Gallery, are 
rubbed out and re-drawn, becoming new 
works evoking a sense of passing time 
through memory and invention. 
40 Cross Street N1 2BA; annehoweson.com 
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Golden opportunity 

The London Art Studies, a collection of inspiring, short and educational art courses and 
lectures, are exploring haute couture for the first time on 17 September at the Bulgari Hotel, 
Knightsbridge. Discovering some of the most momentous and celebrated collections in 
fashion history, this lecture looks into the era regarded as the 'Golden Age'. 

For further information, visit londonartstudies.com 


EXCLUSIVE 

DISCOUNTS 

for resident readers 


A legend returns to London 

Marking the 100 year anniversary 
since his birth, the legendary Frank 
Sinatra has returned to the same 
stage where he made his UK debut 
appearance 65 years ago at the 
London Palladium. A celebration of 
the entertainer's life, the show is a 
multi-media concert with rare video 
footage of the singer. Instead of 
featuring a nimble impersonator, 
the show, in the words of his 
daughter Nancy, is 'Frank doing 
Frank'. Add in a thrilling 24-piece 
orchestra and an impressive cast of 
dancers, together with show¬ 
stopping tunes including New York, 
Blue Moon and Come Fly With Me, 
and you've got the closest thing we 
can now get to the man himself. 
Sinatra will be on at the London 
Palladium for a limited run until 
Saturday 10 October 2015. 

Readers of The resident can save 
5% when booking with Shows in 
London via theresident.co.uk/ 
theatre or calling 020 3567 0620 
and quoting The resident 



TOWER OF LONDON 

Running from 8 September-1 November, a ceramic installation six metres high 
designed by artist Barnaby Barford will be displayed in the V&A Medieval 8c 
Renaissance Galleries. The Tower of Babel consists of 3,000 individual bone china 
buildings, each 13cm tall and representing a real London shop. 

Cromwell Road SW7 2RL; 020 7942 2000; vam.ac.uk 
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Don’t miss 


Multiplied 

Head to Christie’s South Kensington 
this autumn to discover the best in 
contemporary art editions. 


N ow in its sixth year, MULTIPLIED showcases 
the very best of art editions. Taking place 
during Frieze Week, between October 
17-20 the fair will feature a wide selection 
of prints, photography, digital art and multiples. 

Work from celebrated artists such as Sir Peter Blake, 
Mat Collishaw and Eileen Cooper will be featured 
alongside new pieces from some of the hottest new 
talents from London's leading art colleges including 
the Royal College of Art. 

MULTIPLIED will appeal to collectors and 
enthusiasts alike with prices starting from £50. 

The Resident is proud to be the London Media 
partner for the fair so look out for more information 
and news on MULTIPLIED soon. 

For more information see multipliedartfair.com 




Willow &> Hall 



Over 35 years Extensive fabric Luxury 14cm deep Exceptional value 

of quality British and customisation mattresses on all compared to the 

craftsmanship options our sofa beds high street 


Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds Call us on 0845 468 0577 

or visit willowandhall.co.uk/resident for showroom information 
or to request free samples or a catalogue 
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EDY FERGURSON, SLEEPING BEAUTY (KATE WITH VINES), 2015. COURTESY OF CCA GALLERIES 
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GRAYSON PERRY RA, ISLAND OF BAD ART, ETCHING, 2013. -® COURTESY OF RA EDITIONS 
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ROSIE MILLARD 


Jilly Cooper, Bob the Cat and intrigued neighbours - welcome to life on The Square 


A nd so, as its front 
window proudly 
attests (oh, the 
pride!), I shall be 
appearing at your friendly local 
Waterstones on Saturday 
19 September for a spot of 
reading followed by some 
amusing questions and answers, 
with relation to my novel The 
Square. Which, as you may or 
may not have gathered, is the 
title of my comic romp ‘inspired 
by’ life in a square not far from 
you in Islington. Who knows, it 
might be the square in which you live, 
for there are several and they are 
ALL lovely. 

By now, the book will have been out 
for a few weeks and hopefully all my 
neighbours will have a) flipped to the 
naughty bits, b) flipped to see if they are 
in it and c) flipped back to the naughty 
bits. For as I keep on telling them, they 
will not find themselves in it. I invited a 
dear neighbour to the launch the other 
day and got an email back at midnight 
anxiously asking ‘Am I in it?’ Well, no. 
It is my first novel, and I did dream it up 
while looking out of the bedroom 
window, but not while anyone was 
walking past. 

Of course having an open mic event 
at Waterstones is terrifying in itself. And 
not just because I am anxious that 
someone will ask me a question I can’t 
answer. Sample: ‘Why don’t you go and 
do something useful with your time?’ 
What I am anxious about is that 



nobody will turn up. I may have a 
sizeable ego (I know, imagine), but even 
I concede that I am not a draw along the 
lines of James and Bob the Cat, who did 
a joint reading/stroking session at the 
very same Waterstones not so long ago. I 
turned up with my daughter Honey, who 
is an ardent fan of James and Bob. We 
got there at 8am (the session began at 
10) to discover that there was already a 
queue of about 20 people, including a 
woman from Ireland, a Frenchman and a 
woman from Germany who had knitted 
Bob a scarf in the German national 


Bob doesn't look too impressed 
with Rosie's forthcoming 
Waterstones' event 


colours. Now, nobody is going 
to arrive at Waterstones with a 
hand-knitted scarf for me, 
unless I have totally 
underestimated my fan base. 
Someone might arrive, it is true, 
with some saucy underwear, 
given the scampish nature of the 
novel, but it is unlikely. (In case 
someone is thinking about 
doing this, I am a size 10). 

So I am now thinking about 
doing a spot of local 
marketing, namely a poster 
campaign at Hanover 
Primary School in order 
to woo parents along, 
and one in the church 
hall used by the Second 
South Islington 
Brownies. There is of 
course the worry that said 
parents might get the wrong 
end of the stick and bring their 
children along, which would curtail the 
reading somewhat. I jest! It’s not all filth. 

Although I must admit I do have a 
FRAMED hand-written postcard from 
the Queen of the Bonkbuster on my 
mantelpiece, with the evergreen phrase: 
‘Your book sounds like a riot.’ Yep. The 
one and only Jilly Cooper. By now, she 
will have hopefully even read a copy. As 
will you, of course! 

Rosie will be appearing at Waterstones 
Islington Green on Saturday 19 September 
starting at 6.30pm 
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the big interview 



T need to apologise to all those poor kids who 
may curse me as they sit down with a study 
guide to write an essay - sorry, I didn’t see 
that coming when I wrote the book.’ Meera 
Syal chuckles to herself, but I insist there 
shouldn’t be any need to apologise for the 
fact that her book, Anita & Me, is now 
studied in schools - it’s certainly a lot more engaging 
(for me personally) than the struggles I had with 
Thomas Hardy’s Mayor of Casterbridge. Tt’s 
probably the proudest I have ever been, hearing that 
the book had been chosen for the curriculum.’ 

That’s quite a statement 
considering Meera’s diverse career 
to date. Her Wikipedia page can 
barely squeeze everything into the 
occupation section (actress, singer, 
writer, playwright, comedian, 
producer, journalist, TV presenter), 
she was one of the team behind the 
hugely popular comedy shows 
Goodness Gracious Me and The Kumars at No 42 , 
and she has been awarded an MBE and CBE (the 
latest was in the 2015 New Year Honours for services 
to drama and literature). 

Anita & Me , however, harked back to Meera’s 
early life growing up in the Midlands. ‘I do remember 
when I was a kid how I longed to find a book that 
would speak to me,’ she recalls, ‘anything that would 
chime with the bi-cultural experience I was having as 
someone who didn’t quite belong. Then, of course, 
you realise that every kid feels like that - for every 
kid there is an Anita, the older bigger kid they hero 
worship and want to be, but who probably is really 


bad for them. I think that’s why the book has 
resonated with so many people.’ 

Her second book, Life Isn’t All Ha Ha Hee Hee , 
followed (to more acclaim) in 1999, but it’s been 16 
years since we had a Meera Syal novel - until now. 

She returns with The House of Hidden Mothers , a 
book that tackles the issue of surrogacy. ‘I honestly 
didn’t have an idea good enough to make me want to 
sit down and write again for a long time,’ she says on 
the gap. ‘Plus I was busy doing so much other stuff, 
writing plays, acting, and having another baby [son 
Shaan]. All that took up quite a lot of time, but Em 
glad I waited until I felt right.’ 

So what was it that spurred her 
on to write The House of Hidden 
Mother si ‘I was channel surfing one 
night and came across this very 
arresting image of a group of Indian 
women, all obviously pregnant and 
poor, sitting in a dormitory and 
being interviewed,’ she starts to 
explain. ‘This turned out to be a documentary about a 
surrogacy clinic in India, and until then I had no idea 
that India was the world centre for surrogacy, a 
massive industry worth 4.5 billion dollars annually. 

It’s the most popular place for surrogacy because it’s 
the cheapest and, as yet, not regulated. 

‘I also felt surrogacy was a really interesting way 
to explore the complex, ever-changing relationship 
between India and Britain,’ Meera continues. ‘Above 
all, I really wanted to explore this fascinating 
relationship between Shyama, the British Indian 
woman who wants a child, and Mala, the poor Indian 
woman who needs the money to escape poverty. How > 


Surrogacy was a way 
to explore the 
relationship between 
India and Britain 
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the big interview 



Meera, pictured collecting her CBE 
below, has recently moved from the East 
End to the delights of North London, not 
far from Kenwood House, left 


weird that a stranger 5,000 miles away holds the key 
to your dreams. Is Shyama just a fertility tourist or 
giving something back to the country her parents left? 
Is Mala being horribly exploited because her womb is 
the only thing she has to sell, or is this the lucky 
escape she needs to change her life? I wanted to 
explore that power balance and how it unexpectedly 
shifts and changes as unexpected events unfold.’ 

It’s certainly not a light-hearted subject, but reflects 
her writing to date. ‘I don’t intentionally do that,’ she 
says on tackling difficult topics, ‘it’s just the complex 
areas that always throws up the most interesting and 
dramatic situations. Books where everyone’s having a 
normal happy life don’t exist for anyone under ten, do 
they?’ And why East London as the scene setter? 
‘Until recently I had lived in the East End for over 20 
years [she has moved to Highgate with husband, the 
actor and writer Sanjeev Bhaskar, and her children 
Shaan and Chameli]. It’s the part of London I still 
know best and it’s continually changing. It’s a natural 
place for me to set my stories.’ 

Despite the tough subject matter, there is laugh out 
loud humour dotted throughout The House of Hidden 
Mothers , which reminds me that it’s a decade since 
Goodness Gracious Me first aired. ‘Actually it’s 


longer than that!’ Meera exclaims. ‘It may 
even be 15 years, how scary is that? It 
was a life-changing experience for all of 
us involved. We got to work with like- 
minded creatives, finally finding our tribe 
after so long felt like coming home in 
many ways, and I hope the comedy we 
loved doing really broke down some barriers 
and proved that we have the confidence as a 
community to laugh at ourselves as well as others.’ 
The sketch show was a massive hit and it will be 
returning to our screens in September, as part of the 
BBC’s India season. ‘There are discussions going on 
about us doing something else as a team together,’ she 
offers up a tantalising piece of gossip, ‘but TV 
discussions take ten times as long as real ones, so who 
knows when that may be. Before I’m too old to enjoy 
it I hope.’ 

Now, however, the focus is all on The House of 
Hidden Mothers. ‘I hope the reader will feel sympathy 
for both women and maybe not judge either of them 
for the really hard choice they have to make,’ Meera 
considers about the book’s over-riding message. ‘It’s 
easy standing on the outside to condemn Shyama for 
wanting a baby at 48, or Mala for selling her womb, 
but unless you have known the pain of infertility or 
the lengths you will go to escape poverty, how can 
you judge? The underlying message, if anything, is 
how ironic that women are so powerful and yet so 
often made to feel so powerless by society.’ Future 
English literature students - take note. 


The House of Hidden Mothers is out now 
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CONCEPT KITCHENS | DESIGN & FUNCTION 


CONCEPT 

KITCHENS 


, Offord Road, Islington N1 1 EB 

020 7700 1555 

conceptkitchensislington.co.uk 




























MAXLIGHT DOORS | SKYMAX ROOFLIGHTS 
STRUCTURAL GLASS | STAIRCASES | FLOORS AND WALLS 
THE EXTRAORDINARY 


ULMfl/ 



MAXLIGHT 

bvr ULMR/ 


ULTRA SLIM SLIDING DOORS 
ONLY 20MM SIGHT LINES 
INCREDIBLE LEAD TIMES 


UNIT 1, VICTORIA INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
VICTORIA ROAD, LONDON W3 6UU 
020 8896 0700 | SALES@CULMAX.CO.UK 

www.culmax.co.uk 








































{WHAT TO BUY AND HOW TO STYLE IT } 



SITTING COMFORTABLY 

Why autumn ’s trends are sofa, so good 

Think about it: you have had a long, hard day at work. You get home, kick the shoes off, 
give the pet a cuddle, perhaps even get dinner started, and then what? You want to sink 
into the most majestic of sofas known to mankind. Your sofa is an incredibly personal 
thing - when buying a new house, after the bed it’s probably the first piece of furniture to 
get sorted - so you need to choose right. Kara O’Reilly shows you how from page 30. 
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JOINING 
THE DOTS 

With the London Design Festival returning in September ,; 
here’s why Islington locals should be feeling rather smug... 

Words MARK KEBBLE 



I t’s a boiling hot afternoon in Angel, 
so thank goodness Lizzie Evans 
made the decision to launch Cafe 
SMUG during last year’s London 
Design Festival (LDF). ‘It worked 
brilliantly and we are really proud it’s 
still going,’ Lizzie beams, offering me a 
much needed glass of water. 

Cafe SMUG wasn’t the only 
undertaking for Lizzie during LDF 2014 
- there was the small matter of forming 
the very first Islington Design District 
(IDD), too. ‘I remember talking to 
Sheridan Coakley [founder of design 
hub, SCP] and he invited me to be a part 
of the Shoreditch Design Triangle - but I 
had to point out we were not in that 
triangle,’ she laughs. ‘Sheridan, being the 
positive and encouraging person he is, 
asked why there wasn’t an Islington 
district and he had a point as this area is 
so strong on design. Different players 
from the area, like twentytwentyone and 
Aria, were taking part in LDF, but not 
necessarily every year so it was a bit 
sporadic. I got in touch with 
twentytwentyone and asked if we should 
do a district and they said yes, so I got 
on with it!’ 

The first IDD was a success, but 
things have clearly stepped up a notch 
this year with who and what is involved 
for the return of LDF between 19-27 
September. We dig a little deeper over 
the page with regards to what’s being 
held at twentytwentyone, Present & 
Correct and Ruberg Jewellery, but are 
also excited about Adventures in 
Furniture launching The Custom Chair 
Concept, Coexistence hosting Terence 
Woodgate for Punt (an exploration of the 
award-winning designer’s collaborative 
relationship with Punt), Aria being 








































The Islington 
Design District 
forms part of the 
London Design 
Festival, which in 
turn features Tent 
London, above, 
and 100% Design, 
left; the work of 
Camille Walala, 
right, will head 
to Aria, just one 
special event 
forming part 
of the Islington 
Design District, 
which is headed 
up by Lizzie 
Evans, far left 



transformed by Camille Walala’s vibrant 
patterns, and Freddie Grubb showcasing 
its full range of distinctive bicycles and 
accessories amongst some beautifully 
crafted furniture pieces. 

Lizzie and SMUG, too, are pulling 
out all the stops with their special event, 
even if I do have trouble pronouncing 
the name of Dutch ceramist Lenneke 
Wispelwey. ‘Our customers love 
Lenneke’s ceramic pieces,’ Lizzie 
explains the collaboration, ‘they really fit 
in with what we do here. The colour 
palette she uses is beautiful, really 
interesting pastels, and her work is really 
geometric - something we really like - 
but also simplistic. After 2014 and Cafe 
SMUG, we felt this year was the time to 
do an exhibition and to focus on one 
designer in particular - and Lenneke 
seemed like the obvious person to 
go with.’ 


The IDD also extends beyond design, 
as befits the area it’s based in. 
Frederick’s will be launching the IDD 
fixed price lunch and pre-theatre menu, 
which will be served for the duration of 
LDF and priced at £15.50 for two 
courses, or £19 for 
three (created in their 
shiny new kitchen after 
closing for the duration 
of August), and The 
Elk in the Woods will 
conjure up a special 
IDD cocktail. All 
design places involved will be handing 
out some lovely freebies for those who 
have their IDD map fully stamped after 
visiting each destination (the district has 
been created as a walkable trail), so as 
Lizzie says, there’s no better way of 
seeing the joys of Islington. ‘I love the 
mix of design stores and fashion, but 


also the antiques and great food,’ she 
enthuses. ‘I am particularly passionate 
about Camden Passage. I love Upper 
Street and I shop there - I am an 
Islington girl - but I think Camden 
Passage is so special.’ 

And the future for 
SMUG, which 
recently celebrated its 
sixth anniversary? ‘I 
am very happy here 
and I feel quite 
strongly about being 
an independent 
boutique meaning there is only one of 
you. But I would be excited at the 
possibility in a couple of years, if a 
property came up, of separating 
Cafe SMUG...’ 

Find out full details of the Islington Design District 
at islingtondesigndistrict.com > 


Islington needed a 
district as this area is 
so strong when it comes 
to design 
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Simon Alderson 

TWENTYTWENTYONE 

It’s nearly 20 years since you first opened. 

How has the design industry changed? 

When we established twentytwentyone the 
design industry was more a niche sector of the 
interiors marketplace. Our client base tended 
to be architects and designers and we sold to 
a very international customer. As media 
interest books and exhibitions have 
communicated the merits of good design, 
the entire industry has grown. 

Have you evolved in any way? 

We've grown and diversified. Our Upper Street 
shop extended down and sideways, we set up 
a showroom and offices near Sadler's Wells 
and now have a dedicated commercial 
service to architects, designers and businesses. 
We manufacture a small collection of furniture 
and accessories and have a vibrant online 
shop. Our ranges for furniture, lighting and 
accessories have developed to embrace a 
much wider spectrum of designs. 

Why was Upper Street perfect for a showroom? 

Upper Street has a personality and special 
flavour that remains independent and 
creative. It has changed over the years, but its 
diversity of businesses ensures a strong 
catchment that is attractive to customers. 

What will you be showcasing during the 
London Design Festival? 

We will launch Busby, by Industrial Facility. 
These are a family of intelligent lighting designs 
that offer a charging base through USB 
sockets. At our showroom we will launch 
Hotaru, designed by Barber & Osgerby, 
providing a contemporary perspective to 
handcrafted Japanese lanterns. 


Neal Whittington 

PRESENT & CORRECT 

How important would you say the London 
Design Festival is? 

As a world city, with a brilliant design heritage 
and amazing current scene, it is very important. 
A week where all of these talented and 
interesting individuals or collectives can 
showcase what they are doing seems essential, 
especially when the creative industry has such 
a huge input to the economy of the country - 
not just London. 

And why are you keen to be a part of the 
Islington Design District? 

Islington has some fantastic destination shops, 
some new and some who are iconic in the 
London design scene. So to all come together 
felt like the best way to celebrate the area, 
and demonstrate to anyone outside of Islington 
that there is a great design ethos in this 
borough. 

What would you say is the unique selling point 
of Present & Correct? 

P&C is about creating the best desktop, 
choosing from a big collection of new and old 
stationery and implements from all over the 
world. Our aim is to be like a sweet shop for 
office supplies, and a place which will make 
you feel a little nostalgic and very efficient. 

What can you tell me about The Letter Rack 
you have on during IDD? 

The Letter Rack is about celebrating the joy of 
receiving some good post. Not bills, but letters. 
Nicely made, fun missives which we tend not to 
post any more. People can come to the store 
and select a neat envelope then fill it with a 
smart letter or card, some shapes, some labels. 
Whatever they fancy! 


Kamilla Ruberg 

RUBERG JEWELLERY 

Why was Camden Passage the ideal location 
for you? 

It was almost by chance. I had been looking 
around for a location in London to start a new 
shop/studio space. The kind of place I looked 
for had to stand between the applied arts and 
craft galleries and the high street jewellery 
brands. I wanted to work only in fine jewellery, 
precious materials with a customised approach 
in a Scandinavian style - meaning a studio / 
workshop and shop in one space, so customers 
can be closer to the process of the design. 
Camden Passage had all that potential - this 
passage, just off the high street, was starting to 
attract new independent businesses and by 
chance one of the antique furniture shops 
became available. 

Do you feel there is a lot of creativity here, and 
also throughout Islington? 

I'm so glad there has been a lot of new energy 
moving into Camden Passage for the past ten 
years and it seems to be still on-going. I hope it 
continues to remain a street for independent 
businesses - this is really what makes it great. 

Does jewellery often play a big role at the LDF? 

No, but we are keen to change this. We are 
doing our bit. 

Why did you want to collaborate with Frederico 
Fazenda for the London Design Festival 2015? 

We both work with geometry and space in very 
different scales. He worked initially in the setup 
of the shop interior; this time we review this 
room where Ruberg's jewellery displays have 
been presented. There will be a new display of 
jewellery in dialogue with an installation in our 
space with fine geometry, furniture and plants. 
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No DIY skills or 
simply no time? 

From the little jobs to the took-longer-than-you- 
realised jobs, our skilled handymen will quote and 
carry out whatever you require to keep your home 
or rental portfolio in great shape. 

DECORATING / PLUMBING / CARPENTRY 
FURNITURE ASSEMBLY / LANDSCAPING 

myhome©@© 

handyman services 
CALL TODAY ON 0208 802 4040 

islington@myhome.co.uk • www.myhome.co.uk 
North London and surrounding areas 


AYRTON 

WINDOWS & DOORS 
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Replacing beautiful 
timber windows and 
doors, beautifully 
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www.ayrtonbespoke.com 


Telephone 020 8877 8920 

Email enquiries@ayrtonbespoke.com 

406 Merton Road, London SW18 5AD 















































THREE 

VIEW 

Heading inside the stand out new North London 
properties being showcased at Open House London 


Gondar Gardens 

Inventive use of space and glazing 
transformed this two bed flat with a 
shared bathroom and no dining area into 
a sustainable and beautifully lit two bed 
house with en-suite bathrooms, dressing 
room, WC and utility room. An internal 
courtyard is key to the layout, forming 
the heart of the flat, allowing natural 
light and ventilation into the master 
bedroom, while affording views through 
to the rear garden from both the bedroom 
and while lying in the bath! 


Insider’s view: Duncan McLeod, 
Studio McLeod 

The internal courtyard was key to 
making the plan layout work, providing 
natural light, ventilation and an external 
aspect for the master bedroom. It also 
allowed us to achieve one of the client’s 
goals by allowing the view through the 
living room to the rear garden. There’s 
even a light switch next to the client’s 
bed where she can control the lights in 
the garden. 

All the large glazed panels slide open 
and out of the way, allowing the indoor- 


outdoor separation to be dissolved. The 
internal courtyard becomes a private 
garden in the middle of the house. The 
client can be in her living/dining area 
and be surrounded by greenery rather 
than having it just at the back of the 
house as it would be with a standard 
house-garden layout. 

How did we manipulate the existing 
space to create extra rooms? We like 
solving puzzles! We simply extended as 
much as possible, added the internal 
courtyard and the rest is like one of those 
‘slide’ puzzles you play with as a kid, 
shifting the functions around until they 
work. The big steps were dividing the 
old bedroom into four to provide a 
dressing room, bathroom, utility and 
guest shower room, and avoiding a 
long corridor by placing the kitchen 
there instead. 

The client’s reaction was one of the 
best we’ve ever had, involving a tear and 
a hug. Homes are steeped in emotion. 
Clients who choose to make their dream 
home go on a journey and getting there 
is a huge achievement. I thrive on that 
feeling, knowing that their new home 
will make their lives better. 
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The bedrooms, living room and 
dining areapqre all on the same floor, 
allowing for views to the garden 
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Englefield Road 

This project is located in a Conservation 
Area in the heart of De Beauvoir Town. 
The client’s intention was to completely 
overhaul the existing three storey 
Victorian terrace house and add a 
contemporary extension to the rear on 
the lower ground floor. Large panes of 
glass in the main elevation of the 
extension and a continuous light slot at 
roof level between the extension and 
existing house throw light deep into the 
spaces beyond. As part of the internal 
alteration works, a new feature staircase 
leading up from the lower ground floor 
to the ground floor was designed, which 
is hung from the ceiling and hovers 
over the ground at its base. 

Insider’s view: Ulf Vollmer-Konig, 
United Architecture 
Our client had a strong vision of how 
the house was to be transformed - by 
the time we were approached, he had 
already sought planning permission 
himself. Our brief was to translate the 
vision into reality, complete the design 
externally and internally within the 
planning permission’s constraints, and 
produce technical information for 
liaison with building control, tender 
and construction. 

The property had a generous expanse 
of garden at the rear, which was to play 
an important role in the overall lower 
ground floor design. The large glazed 
opening of the extension would frame 
the view into the depth of the garden, 
unobstructed by wall elements or 
avoidable window framing. 

Lighting was an integral part of the 
design, which had to be considered in 
detail, with the aim to allow the client 


to enjoy the new and refurbished areas 
to the fullest at different times of the 
day and year - responding to different 
moods. Some architectural features are 
also highlighted by LED lighting, such 
as the ceiling details, to the full width 
roof light and main extension glazing, 
adding another opportunity for hidden 
ambient lighting. 

We developed several stair designs 
with the client, as we needed to find the 
most fitting arrival to the contemporary 
lower ground floor. We wanted to 
reduce the spatial impact of the stair on 
the lower ground floor, and achieved 
this by stopping the wall on the stair 
flight, exposing the stepping walnut 
stair profile and giving back the space 
underneath to the living area. The solid 
side wall was ‘hung’ from the ceiling 
structure, and as there was no structural 
need for the stair to touch the floor, we 
thought we’d emphasise this visually by 
creating the hovering effect of the 
floating stair. > 
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een designed wit] 
[entertaining in m; 


Islington 

Penthouse 


With views across Highbury Fields 
to the East and the London skyline to 
the West, this penthouse - built 
within and above an Italianate villa - 
is all about the outlook. Creating a 
double aspect open-plan living space, 
architects HUT created a roof terrace 
with 270 degree views. Featuring a series 
of unexpected inside and outside spaces 
with a hidden side and top, this saw 
HUT win third place for interior design 
in the NLA Awards 2014. 

Insider’s view: Rachael Davidson, 

HUT Architecture 

The initial brief covered five aspects: to 
maximise natural daylight and views out 
to Highbury Fields; to rationalise the 
warren of rooms and wasted circulation 
space; to create a home for entertaining, 
‘a party flat’; to create a place to work 
that didn’t feel like a home office; and to 
create a rooftop urban escape. 

Working with the existing Italianate 
villa added a challenge from a planning 
perspective as the project is located 
within a Conservation Area, but as the 
proposed external alterations were not 
visible from street level, the local 
authority did not raise objections. As a 
practice we enjoy the contrast of modem 
and traditional, and the traditional 
context helped to add to the element of 
surprise when entering the ultra-modem 
interior of the completed flat. 


Both roof terraces are 
invisible from street 
level and feel like secret 
retreats from below 

Space and light were the key elements 
to the scheme as the existing property 
was dark and divided into small, 
cramped rooms with little outlook. We 
emphasised the drama of the spaces with 


design features such as 
oversized full height 
doors, chunky concrete 
wrap-around counters, 
giant bathroom tiles, large 
bespoke furniture and so on. Natural 
light was vital to the project. By opening 
up the main living room and connecting 
it to the kitchen, we created a double 
aspect space with views across Highbury 
Fields to the East and the London 
skyline to the West. A new walkover 
glass floor light was installed to the 
bedroom corridor flooding it with natural 
light, and a linear slot window was 
inserted to the rooftop library, framing 
views of the City and adding extra 
natural light. 

We approached the roof terrace design 
in a playful way. Both terraces are 
invisible from the street level and feel 
like secret ‘retreats’ from the City down 
below. The north roof terrace was 
finished with AstroTurf for games of 
mini golf and sunbathing; whilst the 
south roof terrace was fitted out for 
entertaining with built-in speakers and 
lighting, BBQs and bespoke furniture 
made out of weathered scaffold boards to 
match the decking. 


Open House London runs from 19-20 September 
- find out more at openhouselondon.org.uk 
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BATHROOM DESIGN SPECIALISTS 
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PRETTY 


Clean lines 


If it's a contemporary edge you want, look to Sir Terence Conran's 
own-label collection, which otters an edited range of stylish seating. 

Aspen sofa, from £1,595, contentbyterenceconran.com 












C- Grown-up glamour 


New York interior designer Jonathan Adler 
specialises in fashionable, colourful and witty pieces 
- and his seating designs are no exception. 

Baxter sofa, £3,495, uk.jonathanadler.com 


Comforting ease 



Accent pieces 

Oliver Bonas's tactile, vibrant, velvet-covered tub 
chairs are a great way to introduce some bold 
colour into an interior scheme. 

Velvet tub chairs, £445 each, oliverbonas.com 


Bonaldo produce brilliant contemporary 
sofa beds and the new Bandy sofa bed is 
another example of their simple yet 
functional design. 

Bonaldo Bandy sofa bed, £2,250, 
gomodern.co.uk 






































































As you'd expect from John Lewis, it has a huge 


style and every 

Odyssey large < 


! budget. 

sofa, £2,000, 


johnlewis.com 


Modern classics 


The interior design maven, Nina Campbell, 
puts her years of expertise to good use in 
her range of own-label designs. 

Hartley armchair, from £3,180, 
nlnacampbell.com 


Comprehensive style 
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Seating specialists 

Achica (achica.com) 

Andrew Martin (andrewmartin.co.uk) 

Arlo & Jacob (arloandjacob.com) 

B&B Italia (bebitalia.com) 

Beaumont & Fletcher (beaumontandfletcher.com) 
BoConcept (boconcept.com) 

Chaplins (chaplins.co.uk) 

The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk) 

Delcor (delcor.co.uk) 

Designers Guild (designersguild.com) 

Dwell (dwell.co.uk) 

Ercol (ercol.com) 

George Smith (georgesmith.co.uk) 

Graham & Green (grahamandgreen.co.uk) 
Habitat (habitat.co.uk) 

Heal’s (heals.co.uk) 

House of Hackney (houseofhackney.com) 

Ligne Roset (ligne-roset.co.uk) 

Lombok (lombok.co.uk) 

MADE (made.com) 

Marks & Spencer (marksandspencer.com) 
Multiyork (multiyork.co.uk) 

Natuzzi (natuzzi.co.uk) 

Neptune (neptune.com) 

OKA (okadirect.com) 

Roche Bobois (roche-bobois.com) 

Rume (rume.co.uk) 

SCP (scp.co.uk) 

Skandium (skandium.com) 

Sofa & Chair Company (thesofaandchair.co.uk) 
Sofas & Stuff (sofasandstuff.com) 

Squint (squintlimited.com) 

Twentytwentyone (twenlylwentyone.com) 
Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk) 

Wesley Barrel! (wesley-barrell.co.uk) 


Heritage desi 


n 


locJL Brown started off as antiques dealers, but 
quickly began designing and manufacturing 
a range of bespoke furniture inspired by 
traditional designs. 

Lowry Sofa, from £2,650 (plus fabric), and 
Reynolds footstool, from £850, both 
brownantiques.com 











Something for e\ 


Whether your style leans more towards the classic or the 
contemporary. Sofa Workshop has it covered. 

Grande Dame small sofa (with optional throw), £2,069, 
sofaworkshop.co.uk 
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Reserve Sibton Park 
For The Ultimate 
House Party 
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Do you dream of a country house, with grand rooms filled 
with laughter and staff attending to your every need? 
Sibton Park is the perfect example of a Georgian mansion, 
set amongst rolling parkland, within a private estate just 
over two hours from London. You’ll reach the house down 
a serpentine drive, be greeted by the butler at the front door and 
enjoy exclusive access to the whole property. To the drawing 




room with its Chinese wallpaper and to the bedrooms with 
their modern luxury and spectacular views. In the heart of rural 
Suffolk, Sibton Park can sleep 24 and the surrounding estate 
can accommodate an additional 50 guests. Facilities include 
a private cinema, games room, fitness room, tennis court and a 
stunning naturally-filtered pool with an integrated hot-tub. 

See wildernessreserve.com or telephone +44 (0)20 7484 5700 
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WILDERNESSRESERVE.COM 
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TOM PARKER BOWLES 


Australia has won me over, hut there’s noplace like home 


A ustralia is one hell of a country. But then 
you knew that already. I’ve just spent a 
couple of months there, filming all over for 
a new TV series, The Hotplate. And I’ve 
fallen head over heels in love. With its straight talking, 
no-nonsense inhabitants who take pride in telling it as 
it is; and cities, from ever-sexy Sydney, to magnificent 
Melbourne, to languid, languorous, laid-back 
Brisbane. And Perth, so far from anywhere, yet so 
fresh faced and bathed in the purest of light. Plus the 
icy beer, morning dips off Bondi Beach, green juices, 
some of the finest, rough-edged South East Asian food 
you’ll find anywhere on earth; Tim Tams, Chicken 
Twisties, lollies (the Aussie words for sweets), Red 
Rooster fries with chicken salt and pie with gravy. 
Britain aside, there’s nowhere else I’d rather live. 

But I missed London too. Of course I did. It’s still 
the greatest city on earth, and even though Sydney and 
Melbourne are blessed with endless knockout 
restaurants (Caysorn Thai, House, The Apollo and Mr 
Wong in Sydney; Estelle, St Crispin and Chin Chin in 
Melbourne, to name but a few of my favourites), there 
were certain things I craved. Like those dining 
institutions that can only exist in London: The 
Wolseley, Le Caprice and J Sheekey, with their potted 
shrimps, and asparagus drenched in butter, decent 
smoked salmon, and very English bustle, seasoned 
with a handful of old fashioned familiarity. 

Then the long lunching spots like St John, Quo 
Vadis, Hereford Road and Lyle’s, British in both 
cuisine and soul. Indian food might be improving in 
Oz, but it’s still a long way behind Blighty when it 



comes to top-notch curries. Occasionally, I’d crave 
Gymkhana or Indian Zing in Hammersmith, first-class 
regional Indian tucker. 

But most of all, I missed hunching over the hob, 
and cooking my own food. Sure, my house did have a 
kitchen. But on the very rare days I was actually 
home, there were simply too many new places to 
explore. So it wasn’t just my favourite butchers (HG 
Walter and The Ginger Pig) that I pined after, but 
grabbing fresh flatbreads, huge bunches of herbs and 
fragrant spices on the way home from work from 
Damas Gate on Uxbridge Road. And despite 
Australian beer being wonderfully varied, the pubs are 
very different from ours, part bookie, part old- 
fashioned saloon. They do the job, often too well. 
Compared, though, to our great secular boozing 
churches, they come up short. 

Then there was Vegemite. I did make do with it. I 
had to. But despite my deep love for this great and 
glorious land, one fact will never change - Marmite is 
the original. And the best. 


EDITOR’S CHOICE - LOCAL HOME COMFORTS 


Frederick’s 

If we are talking high end dining the likes of 
which Australia is trying to replicate, here's 
where in Angel you can find the real thing. 
It's still a destination restaurant for us - and 
with a new kitchen being installed in August, 
expect things to get even better. 
Camden Passage N1 8EG; 020 7359 2888 


St John 

Over 20 years old now, but still tasting as 
fresh as a daisy. When we haven't visited for 
some time, we do yearn after some ox liver, 
pigeon, braised rabbit and grilled ox heart 
(not all at the same time, but if anyone 
could pull that off, it would be St John). 

26 St John Street EC1M 4AY; 020 7251 0848 


Granger & Co 

Just to show we do like a piece of Oz too. 
Granger & Co has now opened in King's 
Cross. We haven't been yet, but if it's half as 
good as the Clerkenwell branch, we'll be 
very happy indeed. 

Stanley Building, 7 Pancras Square NIC 4AG; 
020 3058 2567 
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IT NEVER 
RAINS 



In one year three men have done more than 
most to liven up East London’s bar scene. 
Meet The Umbrella Project... 


The Sun Tavern, below, has come 
hot on the heels of The Discount 
Suit Company, main picture 


Words MARYAM RASHRED 


I n amongst the groceries and fast 
food joints of Bethnal Green Road, 
The Sun Tavern shines bright and, in 
all honesty, is a surprise considering 
it’s at the opposite end to hip Shoreditch 
and its ever-busy nightlife scene. ‘We 
saw the space and it had personality. We 
have refused sites because they have no 
character. We never do new builds 
because the character is really important 
to us. That’s how we want people to 
know it’s us, since we’ll veer towards 
quirkier things.’ 

Stephen Thompson sits back and takes 
a sip of his coffee. Next to him is Andy 
Kerr, who - along with Alastair Tatton - 
make up The Umbrella Project, who have 
the intention to veer away from drinking 
tedium and create something fresh and 
exciting in London’s bar scene. The 
group now have two of the City’s 
quirkiest watering-holes under their 
brand, The Discount Suit Company 
(opened early last year close to 



Spitalfields Market) and The 
Sun Tavern, which opened a 
few months ago and where we 
are meeting today. Despite a 
rather short gap between two 
openings, the group are looking 
to spread their trademark 
eccentricity even further. 

‘Our first venue was like a 
tester,’ Andy reveals about The 
Discount Suit 
Company. The 
basement bar is both 
appealingly hard to 
locate and a worthwhile 
find. With a Victorian 
speakeasy feel about it 
and amazingly 

innovative cocktails that are sure to get 
you happy drunk, The Discount Suit 
Company has garnered a major fan base 
since its opening, with an accompanying 
soundtrack of Motown music and 
Northern Soul. 


We want it to be 
exclusive and elusive, 
but we also want to 
have quality drinks 


Its success led to 
the search for venue 
number two, with a 
quirky site on Bethnal 
Green Road catching 
the three amigos’ 
attention. In 

retrospect, The Sun Tavern’s location has 
helped enhance its neighbourly feel, since 
the enormous range of craft beers on tap 
are sourced from breweries located 
within a five mile radius. 

Taking a walk around the venue, it’s 
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Polio Loco: one of the 
r cocktails The Umbrella| 
ect conjure upl 


easy to forget that you aren’t in a pub 
from a bygone era. According to the 
guys, that’s what they were going for. 
‘This place used to be The Sun Inn, 
which opened in 1851 by a guy called 
W. Wicks,’ Stephen reveals. ‘His great- 
great-great-granddaughter contacted us, 
who had it till about the 70s or 80s when 
it was bought by someone else.’ A 
greying framed photograph at the back of 
the bar is proudly displayed for 
customers to take a look at, and features 
the inn owner and his family standing 
proudly in front of the premises back in 
the day. The exterior is surprisingly 
unchanged, but inside the team brought 
back the old wallpaper left behind the bar 
and pushed up the ceiling to create more 
space. What’s more, the group wants 
customers to appreciate the heritage of 
the location. ‘It’s good how people have 
gotten into it. We didn’t design it really, 
we kind of let the space develop 
organically,’ says Andy. ‘We wanted it to 


be exclusive and elusive, but most 
importantly we wanted to have quality 
drinks and service.’Amongst other 
things, The Sun Tavern features the 
largest selection of whiskies in the UK. 

There is a collective ‘why not’ 
sentiment shared amongst the group, 
which keeps them churning out original 
ideas. So what does the future hold? 
Letting some exciting news out of the 
bag, Andy says: ‘We’re focusing on 
developing The Umbrella Project as a 
brand and we’re planning on doing more 


bars, but our next project is setting up an 
alternative-style brewery.’ Producing 
more than just beer, the guys want to 
continue their unconventionality. New 
menus will be introduced in both bars, 
along with whisky tastings. ‘We’re 
planning on doing a little in-house 
miniseries with Poitin,’ says Stephen. ‘It 
will enlighten people about what we do.’ 

As their plans come to fruition, head 
on over to their success stories to get 
your drink fix. When asked to pick their 
personal favourite choice of poison, the 
three agree that The Wake, a potent drink 
comprising 90% Poitin, is a must try. 
However when asked to pick between the 
two bars, they were far less assertive. 

‘It’s like having two children,’ Andy 
jokes. ‘How could you love one more?’ 

The Sun Tavern, 441 Bethnal Green Road 
E2 OAN; 020 7739 4097 
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SHAKING 
P ISLINGTON 

six bustling bars across London, 
Martini is now heading north to 
the former XOXO site on Upper 
Street. As well as creating the perfect 
haven for after-work indulgence. Dirty 
rtini prides itself on its innovative and 
extensive cocktail offering - and expect 


gourmet 



Restaurant Review 


FOOD 

NOTEBOOK 

A wake up call that will blow your mind 



Finding its nest 

The Good Egg is to open doors to a 
permanent all-day restaurant, with 
culinary roots in Tel Aviv, California and 
Montreal. Founder Joel Braham - 
alongside baker Oded Mizrachi and 
chefs Alex Coppard and Myles Broscoe 
- will open in a Grade ll-listed building 
on Stoke Newington Church Street with 
a menu inspired by their childhoods and 
travels. Expect the distinctive bagels of 
Myles' hometown in Montreal; the 
stuffed pitas and bright, fresh flavours 
Oded remembers from Tel Aviv; and the 
street-side crispy fried chicken and 
chilaquiles Joel ate in California. 

See more at thegoodeggco.com 


EASTERN 

PROMISE 

We have finally made it 
down to Ottolenghis new 
restaurant in Spitalfields 
and, although the Upper 
Street outlet remains our 
favourite we were very 
impressed. As can be 
expected with Ottolenghi, 
there’s a mouth-watering 
display of cakes and salads, 
and a new ’grab and go 
fridge for those in a rush. 
The restaurant is open all 
day, from breakfast to a 
more formal dinner. 

50 Artillery Lane El yLJ; 
ottolenghi.co.uk 


BUSABA EATHAI 

Battling through the crowds on a sunny Sunday 
Shoreditch morning, my head was throbbing. 
Having the chance to try out Busaba Eathai's 
new brunch morning seemed, at the time of 
planning, a fabulous idea, especially on a 
Sunday morning. I didn't consider the night out 
before, however. 

Arriving at the hugely successful Thai chain's 
Bethnal Green Road location was a strange 
experience. It's like entering a spa, all calming 
music and wooden furniture. The brunch menu 
knows what's needed - there is even a 
'hangover cure' dish (Khai Luak), served up 
with spicy Busaba Mary. That was too much for 
me to contemplate, but my scrambled eggs 
topped with crispy chilli did the trick. I can still 
feel my mouth tingling even now. 

My guest, who was feeling smugly sober, took 
advantage of the Prosecco brunch, which for 
a short period of time you can enjoy fizzy top 
ups alongside your food. I counted three 
glasses by the time she had finished her Thai 
hash - a generous spiced potato hash with 
spring onion, galangal and red chilli served with 
two Thai-style fried free range eggs - and I 
sensed a slight slur in speech patterns. Perhaps 
we'd need another rocket-fuelled brunch at 
Busaba Eathai come Monday morning? 

36 Bethnal Green Road El 6HT; 020 7033 1288; 
busaba.com; head online to theresident.co.uk 
for the full review and more food news 
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COAT 
OF AMOUR 

Described as a perfectionist tailor, Pip Howeson has loved creating coats for 
most of her life - but now something else is vying for her attention 

Words MARYAM RASHEED 


H er clientele includes athletes 
who struggle to find clothes 
that fit well to those anxious 
about their pesky problem 
areas, so it’s little surprise how Pip 
Howeson sums up their reaction to her 
creations: ‘It’s like their armour,’ she 
smiles wide. 

Pip is determined to rid coats of their 
drab reputation, and her easy-going nature 
is certainly a good starting point. Giving 
customers a uniquely bespoke experience 
of tailoring, she recently opened the doors 
to her showroom in Islington to the 
public. The showroom is a part of Pip’s 
gorgeous home and is decorated with a 
strong air of classic design. As she throws 
her dog a chew toy and brushes away 

We were allowed to 
wear a long coat at 
school. That coat was 
your identity 

drawings and fabrics, she addresses a 
pertinent question - why coats of all 
things? ‘I think it was the English 
schooling system,’ she laughs. ‘I went to 
this school in Leicestershire where we 
had to wear a uniform, but we were 
allowed to wear a long coat. You had your 
identity by your coat. So I think the idea 
to create coats was there for a long time’. 

Prior to branching out and doing her 
own thing, Pip worked for a number of 
fashion big names, like Jack Wills, and 
alongside several creative minds, 
including Lulu Guinness, but always 
knew where her heart lay. ‘I loved 
structure and tailoring, as well as playing 
with proportion and fabrics,’ she enthuses. 



40 September 2015 | theresident.co.uk 






style 




|The Margot coat 


Clockwise from far 
left: Pip working at her 
showroom; celebrity fan 
Stephen Fry; the exterior 
of her beautiful home in 
Canonbury Place 


Designs of a hybrid German-Scottish 
jacket lie on the table along with vaguely 
chinoiserie patterns featuring English 
elements like oak leaves and pheasants. 
She explains that she’s recently begun 
working with Freddie Winsett, a 
renowned muralist who has worked with 
the likes of Alice Temperley and Kate 
Moss, to create quintessentially British 
linings for her coats. Staying true to her 
British heritage, Pip sources all her 
fabrics from mills in the UK. ‘I love the 
romance of it,’ she says. ‘It’s ethical as 
well, which is brilliant, and I can trace it 
all back. If you think about England and 
its market towns, especially those 
beautiful places in Gloucestershire, our 
country was built on this industry. I want 
my pieces to be around forever and be 
passed on.’ 

She says the most gratifying part of 
her job is making people feel good about 
themselves. ‘When I design for people, I 
ask them how they want to feel,’ she 
explains, ‘because that’s the most 
important thing.’ Many of those who 
approach Pip have a clear concept of 
what they’re looking for, but struggle to 
find them off the rack. ‘Some want 
something similar to a cherished coat 
that has fallen apart, or something that 
fits their shape properly,’ Pip explains. 

‘I think they come to me for what they 
haven’t found, rather than what they’re 
looking for.’ 

Softly spoken but passionate, Pip calls 
nature her foremost inspiration. ‘I’m 
totally drawn to nature,’ she gushes. 
‘Even going to the Chelsea Flower Show 
and looking at flowers and thinking 


2 Canonbury Place N1 2NQ; piphoweson.com 


about how nature has brought these two 
colours together. It gets it bang on 
doesn’t it? Plants, trees, the way the sea 
and cliffs hit. I love that.’ Proudly 
declaring herself a ‘country girl’, she 
admits that her move to Islington was 
one that wasn’t initially welcomed, but 
was later seen as one the best decisions 
she’s made. ‘I nearly didn’t get married 
because of Islington!’ she laughs. 

‘I thought this was so far out of my 
comfort zone because I was living in 
Chelsea. After we got married, my 
husband continued to insist we came up 
here to look for a house. This house 
came up and I thought it was so cool.’ 

The house, just off Upper Street in 
Canonbury Place, is one that Pip believes 
could be for the long term. ‘It’s like a 
village. I love walking down Alwyne 
Road, I’ve got a friend who’s an artist on 
the comer down the street, I love 
walking down for coffee, I love the 
butcher in the area that’s been there for 
ages, he has the most excellent banter... 
It’s the first time that I could see myself 
living in London forever, which is a 
really strong statement for a country girl. 
It’s a creative area, but relaxed as well. 
I’m really happy here.’ It’s almost like 
Islington has become something of a 
coat of arms for Pip Howeson. 


People come to me for 
what they haven’t 
found, rather than 
what they’re looking for 
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Gorqeous summer 
sewing classes 

Beginner, intermediate 
& advanced 

Daytime, evenings 
& weekends 


36a Myddelton Street, London, EC1 R 1 UA 
0207 326 0376 - sewoverit.co.uk 











wellbeing 



ENJOY 

THE JOURNEY 


Aromatherapy Associates has 
announced the launch of its product 
and treatment range at St Pancras Spa 
in St Pancras Renaissance Hotel. The 
150 minute 'Journey to an English 
Garden' catches the eye, which 
includes a full body exfoliation, 
express facial, and more. j 
stpancrasspa.co.uk 



Pick up potion 

As pampering as it is 
therapeutic, an Olverum 
bath is like a warm, 
comforting hug that helps 
you recover when you feel 
mentally and physically 
depleted. Whatever your 
needs, Olverum promotes 
an overwhelming feeling of 
wellbeing and renewal. 
olverum.com 


HEALTH <SFITNESS 

NOTEBOOK 


Embrace the last days of summer 


Extreme sports 

Anita has released an 
innovative sports bra that 
provides sensational support 
and comfort at all levels of 
exercise intensity. Among its 
features are a high function, 
double-knit pique fabric and 
netting inserts at the back to 
regulate moisture absorption 
and ensure that the skin 
remains dry. 

Stocked at Tallulah Lingerie, 
65 Cross Street N1 2BB; 

020 7704 0066; 
tallulah-lingerie.co.uk 





Withering 

heights 


Withings continues to pave the 
way in wearable technology 
with the launch of their 
automatic swim-tracking feature 
on the Withings Activite and 
Activite Pop. The watches will 
automatically adjust on impact 
with the water, and you can 
keep track of your calories and 
more on dry land. 

Read more at withings.com 



3 OF THE BEST 

OUTDOOR FITNESS CLASSES 


Following a surge in 
demand for its popular 
Freestyle Group Training 
classes. Fitness First has 
created unique outdoor 
sessions to help make the 
most of the rest of 
summer, with classes held 
in Camden. 
fitnessfirst.co.uk 


Rugby clubs throughout 
London are offering free 
‘Pitch up and Play’ 
sessions at the Regent's 
Park Hub. Open to 
women of all abilities, the 
sessions include skills, 
fitness and match play. 
englandrugby.com/ 
rugbywomen 


Intense workouts on 
Highbury Fields are nothing 
new, but few probably can 

top the Army Boot Camp 
Fitness sessions from military 
fitness professionals, with 
sessions on Monday nights 
and Saturday mornings, 
armybootcampfitness. 
co.uk 
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Forest School 


Forest is a city school located 
within the city’s largest green 
space. Our school buses collect 
pupils from across London. 


See the School at Open Day on 
Saturday 26 September 2015. 


www.forest.org. uk 
m£o@forest. org. uk 


020 8520 1744 









travel 



Tuscany Now offer tours 
of stunning Florence! 


LOST IN 
TRANSLATION 

Culture, celebrations and cuisine: why one weekend 
in Florence just isn’t enough 

Words MARK KEBBLE 


A s a torrent of sweat poured 

down my forehead, I couldn’t 
help but think of Alan 
Partridge’s encounter with a 
scolding apple pastry (‘It’s hotter than 
the sun!’). I am at the Florence wedding 
of a good friend, in my groomsman’s 
suit, in 40 degrees and in the full glare of 
that pesky sun. Hot 
doesn’t do it justice. 

For 48 hours 
solid, the weather in 
the Tuscan capital 
was sensational, 
without a cloud in 
the sky. Out of the 
suit, I lapped every 
little bit of it up as 
my wife and I 
packed as much as 
we could into a short period of time. We 
came in via Pisa airport and were 
whisked straight off, courtesy of Tuscany 
Now, to Florence itself, a beautiful, 
historic city with lots of stories to tell. 
The best way to hear those, without a 
doubt, was on a half day cultural guided 
tour by Barchetto, a distinctive 
Florentine boat similar to a gondola. It 
was fascinating to learn about the history 


of the Amo River, from WWII attacks to 
famous film stars plying their trade. 

An hour’s drive later and we were at 
our home for the next two days, La 
Tegolaia near to the village of Pelago. 
Now, thanks to the aforementioned 
wedding, this was the weekend we had 
to visit and Tuscany Now could only put 
us up in a seven 
bedroom villa with 
sweeping views of 
vineyards and 
rolling hills (we 
gmdgingly 
accepted, of 
course). A 12th 
century villa, La 
Tegolaia has an old 
world charm with 
endless doors 
leading to yet another room (our first 
night, ridiculously, almost saw us get 
lost). As well as the seven bedrooms, 
there are eight bathrooms, a separate 
pool house, dining room, sitting room, 
kitchenette and al fresco dining areas, 
which in itself leads to a world of 
cypress and olive trees, deckchairs, a 
swimming pool and more. It’s fair to say 
that there was enough for two people. 


Although self-catering - we were 
rather proud of our toast and jam on the 
first morning - Tiziano, the ‘caretaker’, 
was there for the majority of time at La 
Tegolaia. I write ‘caretaker’ because he 
whipped up the most astonishing meal 
on our first night: spaghetti vongole to 
start, a wonderfully fresh sea bream to 
follow, before finishing with a never- 
ending chocolate mousse (although we 
did our best to finish it), plus conjured 
up a stunning bmnch that beat the 
hangover post-wedding. 

Amusingly, Tiziano spoke very little 
English (the owners are stationed next 
door, who do speak English), which was 
the cue for some rather random 
conversations between him and yours 
truly. Whatever the subject, we got there 
in the end, but my wife mentioned that it 
reminded her of a scene straight out of 
Alan Partridge. Comedy gold, perhaps, 
but as Norwich’s finest would also say 
about the delights of Tuscany: ‘Back of 
the net.’ 

Discover hand-picked villas and destinations in 
Tuscany and Italy through Tuscany Now. For the 
latest information, call 020 7684 8888 or visit 
tuscanynow.com 
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■ Highly effective teaching and support 
from dedicated staff ensures that students’ 
academic and personal development 
is outstanding.’ ofsted, june2015 


North Bridge House 
Canonbury 

Senior School & Sixth Form 


Will your child be at an 'Outstanding’ school 
this September? 

Choosing a school for Year 9 onwards is a vitally important decision. Discover a school, located in the heart 
of Islington, that nurtures confidence and success from Key Stage 3 through to A-Level - visit us to see why 
Ofsted says we are ‘Outstanding’ in ALL areas. 




Ofsted 

Outstanding 


School 


To book a private tour or 
an upcoming open event, visit 
northbridgehouse.com/open 

Open Evening 
Tuesday 25th August, 6pm 


available for September 
2015 entry 


Scholarships still 


admissions@northbridgehouse.com I 020 7267 6266 (Option 5) 







HATCHING A PLAN 

How Cennydd John's own experiences inspired him to launch the UK’s 
first bilingual Mandarin-English nursery - and why there’s more to come 

m MARK KEBBLE 


W ith school places never far 
from the news these days, 
Cennydd John’s story is a 
pertinent one. ‘My son Nai 
was born in 2012 and my local area, 
Stoke Newington, had nurseries with 24 
month waiting lists. I was curious as to 
what they actually delivered for the 
price. Some were good, others awful, 
and none could deliver the same amount 
of love and attention that we could as his 
parents. Also, having been a long- 
suffering student of Chinese for the 
better part of a decade, it dawned on me 
that the early years were probably the 
best time to offer children a second 
language, which might give them a real 
advantage later on in life.’ 

After speaking to other parents, 
Cennydd came up with the idea of 
immersing children in Mandarin. With a 
venue found, all seemed to be running 
smoothly - when the plug was pulled by 
the other party. ‘It was my first major 
lesson in the real estate side of the 
business,’ he laments. ‘Lock your 
partners down as soon as possible and 
don’t get rid of your other options until 
you do. I now had a month to find an 
alternative. That was the second lesson 
that I learnt: under pressure, one can do 
remarkable things.’ 

The undercroft of Jewin Chapel in the 


Barbican came to the rescue and, in April 
this year, Ofsted gave Cennydd’s dream 
approval. Hatching Dragons could now 
open its doors, with an aim to foster 
fluency in Mandarin by 
Reception. ‘There are the 
cognitive advantages of a 
bilingual upbringing,’ 

Cennydd says, ‘but that 
can be in any language. 

I think it’s important that 
every early years setting 
employs another language 
for this point alone. But 
for me, you can’t pick up 
a newspaper without 
some reference to China’s 
economy and its role 
within the broader 
global economy.’ 

The fact Hatching 
Dragons is the UK’s 
first bilingual 
Mandarin-English 
early years provider is 
an attention grabber, 
but even more interesting is what 
happens in a typical class. ‘It changes 
depending on the age group [which 
ranges from one to five],’ Cennydd 
explains, ‘but we focus on delivering a 
culturally rich activities schedule that 
draws on both British and Chinese 


cultural legacies and festivals. We do 
shadow puppetry, but encourage the 
children to come up with stories; we 
might pick chives from our garden and 
get the chef to make 
dumplings with them so 
they know the importance 
of making food and 
having a healthy diet; 
there might be Mandarin 
music... There is a lot that 
can be done.’ 

The interest is fast 
growing - surely helped 
by the fact Hatching 
Dragons aim to make life 
as easy for the parents as 
they do the children with 
their creche - so is 
Cennydd ambitious? 
‘Hugely,’ he states 
forthrightly. ‘I would 
like to see 15 nurseries 
across London in the 
coming years and for 
these nurseries to 
become feeder schools to our own 
bilingual primary and then secondary 
schools. There’s also scope to take our 
nurseries to China as a bilingual English 
model then... Who knows?’ 

1 Viscount Street EC1Y OAA; 020 3287 7020; 
hatching-dragons.com 



The early years are 
the best time to offer 
children a second 
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WESTMINSTER SCHOOL 

www.westminster.org.uk 




16+ ENTRY FOR GIRLS AND BOYS 2015 

Online registration will close on October 7. 

13+ BOYS ENTRY 

Register now for entry in 2019. 

To request a prospectus or find out about Open Days, please call 
020 7963 1003 or email registrar@westminster.org.uk 

For information about entry to Westminster Under School at 
7+, 8+ or 11+ please call 020 7821 5788. 

Westminster School is a charity (No. 312728) established to provide education. 


PORTLAND 

PLACE 

SCHOOL 


Co-educational 
Prep ■ Senior ■ Sixth Form 



Warm, caring, unique. 


School Tours 

9:00am start 

Wednesday; 16 September 2015 
Wednesday 7 October 2015 
Tuesday 10 November 2015 
Tuesday 24 November 2015 

Saturday 
Open Morning 

3 October 2015 
10:00am - 12:00pm 



the gold standard in education 
part of the Alpha Plus Group Ltd. 




For all enquiries, or to book an individual appointment 
with the Headmaster, please contact our Admissions 
Registrar Michelle Botha. 


Portland Place School, LONDON, W1B 1NJ 
0207 307 8700 
admin@portland-place.co.uk 

www.portland-place.co.uk 


Alpha Plus 


































business 


PERIOD 


Dinny Hall on 30 years in jewellery 


Over the past thirty years... I have 
developed a passion for hoops in all 
sizes and in many guises - from tiny 
little hoops that just cup the ear, to 
super-sized styles that rest on the 
shoulder. They have always been 
intrinsic to my style and regulars in my 
collections, so this year just seemed the 
right time to celebrate the iconic design 
and tie it in with a landmark moment 
for the brand. 

The Hall of Hoops collection will be 
exclusive to Liberty... however we will 
continue to have a range of different 
styles on offer in both our Upper Street 
and Westboume Grove stores. 

I still love to do all the same things that 
I loved to do in my 20s... running my 
own show, designing jewellery, cooking, 
walking, travelling, enjoying culture, 
navigating the highs and lows of life and 
trying to be a kind person. Having fun is 
still quite high up there too. 

I duly pronounced the 
Upper Street store free of 
any malignant spirits 

The Dome collection... which I 
designed in 1987 is a favourite and 
became quite synonymous with Dinny 
Hall for many years. Now I have 
favourite pieces from different 
collections, but mostly I wear quite 
understated jewellery. My current 
favourites are the statement Talitha 
earrings and mid-sized classic hoops, 
worn with little precious studs, and I 
very often wear my Tapering 
signature bangle. 



I lived off the Essex Road... when I 
was a student at Central St Martins and 
I fell for a loft overlooking the Regent’s 
Canal on Wenlock Road, before I moved 
to Notting Hill in 2000. My love for 
both North and West drove my 
decisions to open stores there. 


What’s so fantastic about 
Islington is... that whilst it has 
changed, the architecture still 
represents London’s past in its 
little streets and passages. Now 
things are just a little bit smarter, 
which means you can eat better 
and shop for nicer things. 

To relax in Islington, I would 
go for... a stroll in the 
churchyard at St Mary’s under 
huge London plane trees, the 
Little Angel Theatre, or The 
Indian Veg on Chapel Market. 


When we were planning the 
Islington shop... we wanted to 
restore the old Edwardian shop front and 
council planners tried to stop us. So we 
went into the archives and found out 
that the store had been a funeral parlour 
- we found the original shop front and 
won our case to restore it. Before we 
renovated there was still an oblong trap 
door where the coffins were lowered, so 
I decided that I had to spend time alone 
downstairs where the bodies were kept 
(to check out the vibes) and duly 
pronounced the store free of any 
malignant spirits. In fact the store has an 
amazing feel to it and it is a lovely place 
to work. 


292 Upper Street N1 2TU; 020 7704 1543; 
dinnyhall.com 
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The Angel. 

resident 




f*eter Reader Landscapes 


Award winning gardens by design 


Reliable and trustworthy with over 10 years experience 


GARDEN DESIGN 


HOME SERVICES 


CLEANER TEAM 


Cleaning Services in London 
Because We Care 


Regular Domestic Cleaning | Office Cleaning | Spring Cleaning 
Move Out/In Cleaning | Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Window Cleaning | Handyman Services | Removal Services 

www.cleanerteamuk.com | 0208 2200 324 
office@cleanerteamuk. com 


EVENTS 


DEZEVENTS 

TU CMbhxxJbL^ Qperudi&t& ! 

Too busy or stressed to plan a party, 
wedding or celebration? 

Feel like a guest at your own event! 

Call 07990 751857 or 
email Deborah(a)clezevents.com 

www.dezevents.com 


Qr recycle 

When you have finished with 
this magazine please recycle it. 


PROPERTY SERVICES 


Up Top Down Below Damp Proofing 

General building and decorating 
contractors who specialise in 

• Damp Proofing • Basements/Cellars 
• Water Proofing • Tanking 



UTDB 


DAMP PROOFING 


Contact us now for more information 
07771 532 303 

www.utdbdampproofing.co.uk 

uptopdownbelow@yahoo.co.uk 



MISCELLANEOUS 


inosg uito 

Islington’s bike shop • Est 1984 

Road and 
commuting bike 
specialists. Expert 
advice and sizing 
on our carefully 
selected range of 
bikes, clothing and 
accessories. 

0% finance available. 
Bike to Work 
vouchers accepted. 

Bike Servicing and Repairs 

Qualified mechanics. Small repairs through to Deluxe 
services. Same day repairs available. 

Resident magazine offer - Silver Service for £35 
(normally £50). Call or book online. 


Opening times: 

Mon-Wed 9am to 6pm 
Thurs 9am to 7pm 
Fri 9am to 6pm 
Sat 10am to 6pm 

123 Essex Road, Islington N1 020 7226 8765 
mail@mosquito-bikes.co.uk www.mosquito-bikes.co.uk 



REMOVALS 



Safe Removals provide a fast, professional and 
most of all secure solution to homes and businesses 
looking to move within London. 

We started with the simple vision of providing people in 
London with unbeatable removals, be it for a small, local 
move or for a much larger home or office relocation. 

■ Highly experienced, insured team on hand ready to 
help you straight away. 

■ When you're moving storage may be necessary. If you're 
undergoing such a move then it's well worth considering 
making use of all our services including, packing and 
packing materials, house and office relocation, assembling 
and disassembling of furniture, storage and more! 

078 2111 2446 / 020 8888 3917 
info@saferemovals.co.uk 
www.saferemovals.co.uk 


JANINE GOLDICH ON 020 7605 2230 or email janine.goldich@archant.co.uk 
















































{NORTH'lQ-NDON’S most desirable HOMES } 


TRAIN OF THOUGHT 


Undeniably one of the most outstanding and unique living spaces in Islington, this 
property on Camden Road was once a former tram shed and has been recently 
refurbished throughout. Most eye-catching, arguably, is that Tramways House is set over 
an astonishing 4,490 sq ft and arranged over three levels within a grand former industrial 
space. To find out more about it, turn to page 54. 

























agent speaks 


DESIRED 

EFFECT 

CurrelVs David Gwinnutt looks at the ways 
Islington has improved over recent years 


How long have you personally worked 
in the area for - and how has it 
changed in that time? 

About 13 years. The most significant 
change has been the emergence of 
previously not so desirable areas 
becoming fashionable like De 
Beauvoir, Liverpool Road and 
the Arlington’s. 

What’s the best thing to have 
happened to Islington in recent years? 

The proliferation of small independent 
businesses such as cafes, interesting 
restaurants, art galleries and clothes 
shops, some appearing in the most 
unlikely places. The East London line 
has also played a huge part in bringing 
new people to the area. 


Today, how is the property market 
looking? 

Right now, it’s looking good - but 
correct pricing is key. We are seeing the 
return of open days on popular 
properties, with large buyer numbers in 
attendance and lots of offers. 

Is there a part of Islington that is 
thriving at present? 

The borough as a whole is doing well, 
but Southgate Road and Caledonian 
Road are noticeably more desirable 
than in years past. The roads between 
Canonbury Station and Newington 
Green are increasingly popular too. 

What three things for you sum up 
what’s great about this area? 



The layout of the borough makes it 
interesting as there are lots of different 
areas with their own vibe. The 
independent shops ensure the high 
street isn’t bland, and the people that 
work here - they give the borough its 
personality. 

Finally David, is there one property on 
the Currell books at present that is a 
particular stand out? 

We have a substantial six bedroom 
house in Canonbury with fantastic 
living space and a wonderful garden. 

David Gwinnutt is Senior Valuer at Currell. 

321 Upper Street N1 2XQ; 020 7226 4200; 
currell.com 
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ISLINGTON SQUARE 


Words MARK KEBBLE 


t’s amazing what you see when you 
really open your eyes. Take the old 
post office on Upper Street, next 
door to the ever-popular King’s 
Head Theatre Pub. I remember queuing 
up in there (on far too many occasions) 
with little or no interest in my 
surroundings. Today in the same space, a 
banner for Oxjam Islington greets me, 
along with countless artworks created by 
North London locals, all part of opening 
this space up to the community. But it’s 
just the start. 

The Angel resident is one of the first 
magazines to be given a guided tour of 
Islington Square, which will - when 
opened in 2017 - offer a 4.5 acre mixed- 
use regeneration and development 
scheme. Ever since we first heard about 
the venture, the excitement has been 
building - finally the area will have a 
shopping, leisure and residential district 
that it deserves - but I have to admit I 
had no inkling to the amount of space 
behind the former post office. 

The scale of the job is quite 
something. With elements of the former 
North London Mail Centre divided up 



into blocks, Chris Dunn of Sager Group 
- who along with Cain Hay have formed 
Joint Venture to develop the £400m 
project - takes me around each part and 
explains what we will ultimately see. 
Despite the fact it’s literally a building 
site at present, you can really get an idea 
of what this development will look like. 
The residential apartments above retail 
outlets (which include a proportion of 
affordable and shared equity housing), 
for example, will benefit from 
extraordinary ceiling to floor space, 
whereas those lucky enough to purchase 


one of the penthouses on the fifth floor 
will have quite a view. 

Like much of the architecture in 
Islington, the former North London Mail 
Centre is a wonderful Edwardian 
building and the developers will be 
sympathetic to that. After a good clean, 
the fagade will remain the same and the 
design of arcades in the blocks will mean 
the key heritage features of the original 
post office site stay on view. Behind the 
building that fronts Upper Street, the 
space extends further below, which will 
ultimately offer the ideal location for a 
cinema and a separate leisure complex. 

Make no mistake, this is a big thing 
for Islington. Backing on to some of our 
finest squares, residents have been kept 
in the loop with plans and are, 
seemingly, happy with them. The pop-up 
space out front will keep us entertained 
for now - there’s a big name chef due to 
take up residency in August - but I for 
one can’t wait to see the final 
development in 2017. It’s almost like 
waiting in a post office queue. 

Keep up-to-date with news and developments 
at islingtonsquare.com 
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Level playing field 

Featured in all its glory at the start of this 
month’s property section, Savills Islington 
are marketing Tramways House, Camden 
Road, for £3,000 per week. There are 
countless features in the 4,490 sq ft 
property: stone and modern heated marble 
flooring; high specification fixtures and 
fittings throughout; an impressive 
staircase that forms the spine of the house, 
connecting each floor from the top of the 
house to the basement; and a high tech 
modem kitchen and living room on the 
top level. Stunning. 

For more details, contact Savills Islington on 
020 7354 6701 


PROPERTY 

NEWS 


e it g 



Welcome to the Family 

Enjoying a prominent position just 100 metres from Old 
Street roundabout, Family Mosaic Bespoke N1 has launched 
16 sophisticated new homes. Designed by leading British 
architect Sir Terry Farrell, Bespoke N1 is an elegant, Art 
Deco-inspired building that offers a collection of spacious 
two bedroom apartments. Providing up to 798 sq ft of living 
space, the apartments include desirable interior design, not 
to mention expansive private balconies and floor to 
ceiling windows. 

Prices start at £755,000 and for more information visit bespoken 1 .co.uk 



sponsors of the St Joan of Arc School 
Summer Fair for the third year in a row at 
the beginning of July. Those who visited 
the Knight Frank stall enjoyed sweets, 
candy floss and playing 'guess the 
balloons in the Knight Frank Taxi' to 
V be in with a chance of winning an 
\ iPad, whilst raising money to 
support the school. 


PARK AND 
RECREATION 

CIT has opened the doors to its latest 
development po St Edmunds Terrace 
located in the heart of Primrose Hill. One 
of the first new build schemes to be built 
directly overlooking Regent’s Park in many 
years, the development comprises 36 one to 
four bedroom apartments and penthouses, 
plus a separate two bedroom townhouse. 
Residents will be able to enjoy state of the 
art gym spa and leisurefacilities. 
Sostedmundsterrace.co.uk 
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REGENT APARTMENTS 


Now Selling 

Luxury 1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments just off City Road 


Call today: 0844 809 9159 

Regent Apartment s .co.uk 



ANGEL 


STREET 


WENLOCK 

iROAD 


1 Wenlock Road, 
London, N1 7SL 


One bedroom apartment from 

£560,000 

Two bedroom apartment from 

£775,000 

Three bedroom apartment from 

£950,000* 

"includes parking 


• Luxury finishes 

• Contemporary design 
• Fantastic location 

• Landscaped canalside garden 
• Concierge convenience 

• Parking to all three 
bedroom apartments 



Marketing Suite 
Open Daily 

v* 

CITYSTYLE 

PART OF ONEHOUSING GROUP 

I 

























Savills Islington 
94 - 96 Upper Street 
London N1 ONP 

020 72261313 

islington@savills.com 
(S)nTheMarket com 


savills 


savills.co.uk 


Here are a few of our properties available for sale. For more, visit savills.co.uk/islington 



BINGHAM STREET, N1 

Grade II listed ♦ reception room ♦ 3 bedrooms 
♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ garden 


UFTON ROAD, N1 

2 reception rooms ♦ 2 bedrooms ♦ 2 bathrooms 
♦ garden ♦ EPC=D 


OVANNAMEWS, N1 

Open plan reception room/kitchen ♦ 2 bedrooms 
♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ patio ♦ EPC=D 


Guide £1.575 million - Freehold 


Guide £1.395 million - Freehold 


Guide £750,000 - Freehold 



HEMINGFORD ROAD, N1 GOSWELL ROAD, EG1V 


AUGUSTAS LANE, N1 


Grade II listed ♦ reception room ♦ 2 bedrooms 
♦ bathroom ♦ garden 


Open plan reception room/kitchen ♦ 2 bedrooms 
♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ EPC=C 


Open plan reception room/kitchen ♦ 2 bedrooms 
♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ communal garden ♦ EPC=E 


Guide £875,000 - Leasehold 


Guide £825,000 - Leasehold 


Guide £839,950 - Leasehold 



DE BEAUVOIR ROAD, N1 


Through reception room ♦ 3 bedrooms 
♦ bathroom ♦ garden ♦ EPC=E 

Guide £1.325 million - Freehold 



HIGHBURY PLACE, N5 

Grade II listed ♦ reception room ♦ bedroom 
♦ bathroom ♦ patio garden 

Guide £535,000 - Share of Freehold 



OFFORD ROAD, N1 

Open plan reception room/kitchen ♦ 2 bedrooms 
♦ bathroom ♦ garden ♦ EPC=F 

Guide £860,000 - Freehold 


Apartments in Angel. Houses in Highbury. 
Savills. Your local property experts in Islington. 



























































Savills Islington 
94 - 96 Upper Street 
London N1 ONP 
020 7226 1313 
islington@savills.com 

(S)nTheMarket com 


savills 


savills.co.uk 


Here are a few of our properties available to let. For more, visit savills.co.uk/islington 



CAMDEN ROAD, N7 

5 bedrooms ♦ 4 bathrooms ♦ roof terrace 
♦ garage ♦ Council Tax=G ♦ EPC=C 


HIGHBURY SQUARE, N5 

2 bedrooms ♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ lift ♦ concierge 
♦ Council Tax=F ♦ EPC=B 


BROMFIELD STREET, N1 

4 bedrooms ♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ garden 
♦ Council Tax=G ♦ EPC=D 


Guide £3,000 per week + fees apply* 


Guide £520 per week + fees apply* 


Guide £1,450 per week + fees apply* 



LIVERPOOL ROAD, N1 

4/5 bedrooms ♦ 3 bathrooms ♦ patio ♦ garden 
♦ Council Tax=G ♦ EPC=E 

Guide £1,500 per week + fees apply* 


COPENHAGEN STREET, N1 

2 bedrooms ♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ roof terrace 
♦ Council Tax=F ♦ EPC=C 

Guide £750 per week + fees apply* 


THEBERTON STREET, N1 

3 bedrooms ♦ bathroom ♦ patio garden 
♦ Council Tax=G ♦ EPC=D 

Guide £1,300 per week + fees apply* 





LOXFORD HOUSE, N5 


COMPTON ROAD, N1 


CANONBURY PK NORTH, N1 


2 bedrooms ♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ communal garden 
♦ Council Tax=E ♦ FPC=B 


4 bedrooms ♦ 2 bathrooms ♦ landscaped garden 
♦ Council Tax=H ♦ EPC=D 


Bedroom ♦ bathroom ♦ patio ♦ Council Tax=D 
♦ EPC=D 


Guide £585 per week + fees apply* 


Guide £1,650 per week + fees apply* 


Guide £500 per week + fees apply* 



Jo Anne Neighbour 

Head of Sales 
jneighbour@savills.com 



Fitore Vula 

Lettings 

fvula@savills.com 


Tees to include drawing up the tenancy agreement and reference charge 
for one tenant - £276 inc VAT one-off fee. £36 inc VAT for each additional 
tenant/occupant/guarantor reference where required. Inventory check out fee 
- charged at the end of or early termination of the tenancy and the amount is 
dependant on the property size and whether furnished/ unfurnished. 

For more details visit www.savills.co.uk/fees 




















































TO VIE W 


HOMES 



FERGUS ROAD 
N5-FREEHOLD 

£1,650,000 - 3 bedrooms 

EPC: D - Ref: ISL120196 


250 

YEARS 

OF FORWARD 
THINKING 



cluttons.com 



























TB 
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ISLINGTON 

Sales: 020 7768 7636 
Lettings: 020 7768 7640 
islington@cluttons.com 


OFFORD ROAD 
N1 - FURNISHED 

£650 per week - 3 bedrooms 

EPC: C | Ref: 88674 




CLUTTONS 

















currell.com 


Currell 



Canonbury Road, N1 
£750,000 Leasehold 

A stylish two double bedroom duplex maisonette. 
The maisonette is arranged over the top floors 
of an end of terrace period property, located in a 
prime Canonbury location. The property has its 
own private entrance and is beautifully presented 
with period features, wood flooring and modern 
appliances in the kitchen and bathroom. 

EPC Rating: F 




Rufford Mews, King’s Cross, N1 
£550,000 to £1,050,000 Leasehold 

A selection of luxury apartments positioned within 
the exciting King’s Cross regeneration area. 

The apartments are set within this modern 
boutique mews development within walking 
distance of St Pancras station. We currently offer 
a generously sized one bedroom apartment, a 
two bedroom maisonette, and a three bedroom 
penthouse apartment. 










currell.com 


Currell 




Canonbury Park South, N1 
£4,750,000 Freehold 

A wonderful semi-detached family home, with rooms set over four floors in the sought after Canonbury conservation 
area. The side addition to the house provides a fantastic space for entertaining and for the family to enjoy. The upper 
floors are home to a large master suite and five further bedrooms, as well as a balcony and roof terrace. There is 
a pretty front garden and off street parking for one car in front of the house, along with an attractive and maturely 
planted south-facing rear garden. Canonbury Park South is a pretty no-through residential tree-lined street, close to 
both Highbury & Islington and Canonbury Stations. EPC Rating: E 


Islington 
Sales: 020 7226 4200 
Lettings: 020 7288 9109 
islington@currell.com 
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CARLTON 

ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENT 



SALES 

Middleton Road, E8 

Situated in this popular location a spacious 
and most attractive four bedroom 
contemporary house. EPC:B 

£1,100,000 Freehold 


SALES + LETTINGS 020 7359 0000 
carltonestateagents.co.uk 

































CARLTON 

ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENT 



LETTINGS 

Highbury Hill, N5 

Fantastic one bedroom flat situated in 
sought after road in Highbury. EPOC 

£385 Per Week* 


Please note administration and reference fees will apply 


SALES + LETTINGS 020 7359 0000 
carltonestateagents.co.uk 


























Willow Bridge Road, Islington N1 

The heart of Canonbury 


KnightFrank.co.uk/lettings 

islingtonlettings@knightfrank.com 

020 8166 7502 


An impressive house which has been architecturally redesigned offering stunning features and substantial space 
across five floors. 5 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 3 reception rooms, open plan kitchen and dining room and a large 
rear garden. EPC: D. Approximately 353 sq m (3,799 sq ft). 


Available unfurnished 


Guide price: £2,450 per week 

KnightFrank.co.uk/ISQ222212 


All potential tenants should be advised that, as well as rent, an administration fee of £276 will apply when renting a property, 
ask us for more information about other fees that may apply or visit KnightFrank.co.uk/tenantcharges 


#@KnightFrank 
(S)nTheAAarket .com 


















Knight 

Frank 



KNIGHT 

FRANK 

TRUSTED 

ADVISOR 


Residential Sales and Lettings 

Our Islington office covers property for sale and to rent in N1, NIC, N5, 
N7, WC1 And EC1 

For more information visit our office at 353 Upper Street 
or call 020 3641 6138 

KnightFrank.co.uk/islington 


(5)nTheMarket com 




SOLD 




Knight 

Frank 



Duncan Terrace, Islington N1 
Guide price: £3,300,000 


Aberdeen Road, Highbury N5 
Guide price: £2,950,000 




Collins Yard, Islington N1 
Guide price: £1,425,000 


Alwyne Place, Islington N1 
Guide price: £2,395,000 




Barnsbury Street, Islington N1 
Guide price: £1,295,000 


Beresford Road, Highbury N5 
Guide price: £795,000 
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Thornhill Crescent, Islington N1 
Guide price: £565,000 


Gibson Square, Islington N1 
Guide price: £450,000 


For more information visit our office at 353 Upper Street or call 020 3641 6138 
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Knight 

Frank 
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Northchurch Road, Islington N1 
Guide price: £1,300 per week 


Exmouth Market, Clerkenwell EC1R 
Guide price: £1,100 per week 
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Ockendon Road, Islington N1 
Guide price: £975 per week 


Myddelton Square, Clerkenwell EC1R 
Guide price: £625 per week 



Wilmington House, Highbury N5 
Guide price: £585 per week 



Anderson Square, Islington N1 
Guide price: £460 per week 




Newington Green Road, Islington N1 
Guide price: £420 per week 


Queensland Road, Islington N7 
Guide price: £375 per week 


KnightFrank.co.uk/islington 


(S)nThe/\/\arket com 








































carltonestateagenn 


ISLINGTON'S ESTATE AGENTS 


<%? 

CARLTON 

SALES & LETTINGS 0207 359 0000 

carltonestateagents.co.uk 






